the ultimate in luxurious living ideas
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'ou feel your property is great but
..if you could just maybe... In these
times of optimising what we have
rather than looking for new at all
cost, is it not time to think how to do
so properly? A lot can be done single-
handedly, with initiative, curiosity
and a lot of patience. More can be
done however, better, quicker,
cheaper and less painfully, with the
help of specialists. But who to ap-
proach? How to choose between an
architect, an interior designer and a

decorator?

It is important to understand that ar-
chitects and engineers are best
equipped to deal with structural is-
sues and all relating to the shell of
your property, ie. the outside walls,
the roof, an extension for example.
Some architects also deal with interi-
ors, but it is best to verify in what ca-
pacity they do so, as interiors are best
dealt with by specialists who think of
interiors with the end user in mind,
not purely as volumes and blank

spaces to fill. Decorators, in turn,

focus purely on the cosmetics of your

interior; mainly colours, soft furnish-
ings such as furniture, window treat-
ments and accessories, including art.
They do not get involved in any struc-
tural changes or in-depth overhauls.
Interior designers or interior archi-
tects, are a happy middle between the
two, offering a keen eye for style,
colours and lines yet a strong back
ground of technical experience that
will allow them to address internal
changes in space planning, bathroom
and kitchen designs, basically all as-

pects of optimal design of any inter

technical tips

nal space. So that space can be used
better, lived better and made to look
better.

When approaching an interior de-
signer or any other interior specialist,
there are several factors to consider.
The type of service on offer is as im-
portant, if not more I would say, than
the size of the company, the styles it
has developed previously, or the cost
attached to delivery. As in any other
relationship, a good fit is essential.
After all, you will be spending quite a
bit of time with the chosen one. You
want to make sure the company you
deal with is versed in the type of proj-
ect that you are aiming to carry out.
Is it purely ideas you are looking for,
to have implemented by others? Are
you wanting to focus on certain prob-
lematic areas and not others, perhaps
bathrooms, a dressing room and a
study, but nothing else? Or do you
want to be able to entrust the ap-
pointed studio with the concept, the
design development, the construc-
tion drawings and the supervision of
site, so that all is implemented as it
was imagined when the design phase
took place? Furthermore, do you
want to be able to go shopping with
the designer or would they have carte
blanche? Would you let them run
with certain inspirational references
or would you be involved in a close
collaboration? Most importantly, are
these people you feel you can, and are
willing to, TRUST???

Indeed, why would you choose to call
on somebody to help you improve
your home, when you know your
taste, your style and your budger? Be-
cause consulting an expert is only
wise when you want to ensure you get
something right, on time and within
budget. Because the expert can pro-
vide you with all manners of short-
cuts, whether it is to source materials,
problem solve in a tight space or on
site. when the inevitable surprises
arise. To help you identify exactly
what you want but could not quite
put together without a nudge. To
protect you when you consider living
in the property, a building site, while
construction goes on and to say:
“NO!" To guide you, in a word, and
make sure you optimize not only your
property but also your energy, your

time and of course, your money.
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